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GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS — GOVERNMENT POLICY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [12.12 pm]: I rise today to table the McGowan 
government’s policy on greenhouse gas emissions for major projects under assessment by the Environmental Protection 
Authority. Both community and industry have called for a statewide approach for major projects to give certainty to 
companies and map out a path for emissions reduction. The McGowan government is committed to working with all 
sectors of the Western Australian economy towards achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. In adopting 
this aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050, the government acknowledges the commonwealth government’s 
target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 26 to 28 per cent by 2030, and commits to working with the 
commonwealth to achieve this goal. The McGowan government also acknowledges that businesses operating in 
Western Australia are bound to comply with obligations under the Australian government’s safeguard mechanism. 

To support the state’s aspiration, the policy outlined below describes the broad approach that will be taken into 
consideration for new proposals and project expansions that would emit significant additional greenhouse gas 
emissions in Western Australia when they are assessed under the Environmental Protection Act 1986. The EPA 
makes independent recommendations on major projects involving greenhouse emissions to the Minister for 
Environment, who will have regard to this policy in considering how any approvals for these major projects will 
be conditioned. The policy is intended to apply to new significant proposals that meet the criteria of a designated 
large facility under the Australian government’s safeguard mechanism. When major proposals are assessed under 
part IV of the act, the Minister for Environment will consider the particular characteristics of each project and the 
advice and recommendations of the EPA. Consideration may then be given to whether it is appropriate to apply 
a condition that sets out the requirements for a plan detailing the proponent’s contribution towards achieving the 
government’s aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050. 

The policy aims to facilitate flexible approaches to greenhouse gas reduction that promote innovation, emerging 
best-practice technologies and potential new industries and opportunities for Western Australia. The policy 
supports the development of greenhouse gas management plans for proponents, which outline strategies to avoid, 
reduce, mitigate and offset the project’s direct, or scope 1, emissions contributing towards the state’s aspiration of 
net zero by 2050; are unique to a proposal’s specific circumstances; allow proponents to take account of opportunities 
at either facility level or across national operations; allow proponents to propose their own time frames and interim 
targets; include requirements for periodic public reporting against their targets; and account for and align with 
commonwealth requirements. The government understands that national and international policies are constantly 
evolving, and this policy seeks to complement rather than duplicate them. 

Western Australia’s emissions-intensive economy means that we need a considered and economically responsible 
approach if our state is to capture the benefits of low-carbon industries and technologies and support continued 
economic growth. The government will provide further guidance on the development of plans and will consult 
stakeholders in the development of this guidance. I now table the policy. 

[See paper 2678.] 
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